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GOOD NEWS Recent showers bring down levels of particulate 
matter, notably PM1 and PM2.5, significantly, says air quality monitor

Rain clears Delhi air of 
dangerous pollutants

Ritam Halder
■ ritam.halder@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi reported a 
steep fall in the levels of  dan-
gerous pollutants in its air, 
most notably the ultrafine PM1
particles, after the recent rain.

Gufran Beig,  A leading
atmospheric scientist, told
Hindustan Times that accord-
ing to readings at Lodhi Road,
PM2.5 and PM1 levels had
gone down dramatically in the
month of  July.

“F rom an avera g e  45 .2
microgram per cubic metre 
in the month of  June, the
PM10 level has decreased to
20.4 microgram per cubic
metre in July. In April, it was
24.33 and in May it had gone
up to 42.55. The sudden drop
in July might be because of
the monsoon showers,” Beig,
the project director of  the
country’s first ever System
o f  A i r  Q u a l i t y  We a t h e r
Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR), said.

The July figure is an aver-
age till Tuesday, according to
data collected at Lodhi Road by
SAFAR, which is developed by
Pune-based Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM)

—  a n  a u t o n o m o u s  b o d y 
under the ministry of  earth
sciences. 

“On most days, the propor-
tion of  PM1 is about 35% of  the
PM2.5 emissions but on days it
gets more than 50% of  PM2.5.
These become worrying figures
as they reflect the fact that peo-
ple are breathing in ultrafine
particles that have serious

health impacts,” Beig said.
Even PM2.5 levels have

come down post-showers in
July. In April the figure was
77.95 microgram per cubic
metre, and in May it went
up to 132.34 microgram per
cubic metre while in June it
was 130.4. However, in July it 
came down to 54.2 microgram
per cubic metre.
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi Jal Board 
(DJB) has decided to start a pilot
project in six areas to give bulk
water to colonies, which will be
free to decide on how to distrib-
ute it.

Delhi Jal Board CEO SS Yadav 
said the Jan Jal Prabandhan
scheme will entail giving bulk

supply connections to commu-
nities, treating sewage locally 
and using the treated water for 
bathing purposes. Handing over
the entire water supply to the
community, however, is still a 
step away and the DJB will man-
age it initially.

“As per the pilot project, the
sewage generated will not be
taken to far-off  STPs but will
be treated locally. This will then
be supplied to residents through
a dual-pipe system that will be
installed in people’s homes,”
said Yadav.

The six colonies under the
pilot project are Sai Nagar 
and Gautampuri in Badarpur
constituency, Adarsh Vihar in
Chhatarpur constituency, Kair 

Village in Najafgarh, Sonia
Vihar A Block and Begum Vihar
in Bawana.

“The tendering process for 
the projects will be invited soon
and the projects are expected to
kick-off  by the end of  the year. 
Once the dual pipe system is
installed, the treated water
will be supplied to homes. The 
new STPs will treat water to a 
quality where it can be used for 
bathing. Drinking water will
be supplied through a separate
pipe,” Yadav said.

Smaller sewage treatment
plants have been advocated
across the world. A small treat-
ment plant started recently by
the board in association with an
NGO is treating sewage water

to drinking water. It treats 5,000
litres of  sewage to produce 4,000
litres of  drinking water per
hour. Sewage is treated using
a biofilter that has seven lay-
ers of  organic and inorganic
materials. 

The idea to eventually involve 
the community in water distri-
bution, however, has prompted
those working in the field of
water to raise a red flag regard-
ing water mafia, a possibility
that has been brushed aside
by DJB.

“We will be managing the
water during the pilot projects
and if  we think it is suitable, the
management of  water can be
handed over to the community,”
Yadav said.

Jal board to hand over water supply to 
people in 6 colonies, treat sewage locally

Minor girl dies 
after repeated 
rape by neighbour
HT Correspondent
■ htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 9-year-old girl who
was allegedly sexually assaulted
over the period of  time by her
neighbour died at a hospital in
northeast Delhi where she was
admitted four days ago, police
said on Wednesday.

Police said the matter came
to light after the girl’s father, a 
rickshaw-puller, filed a complaint
with the Khajoori Khas police
and accused his neighbour of
raping his daughter. A case of
rape and sections of  the POCSO
Act was registered against the 
neighbour. 

The suspect works as a labour-
er and has been arrested. Police
said the girl’s family did not file
a complaint even as the girl was
admitted at the GTB hospital on
July 10. They approached the
police only after her death.

In his complaint to the police, 
the girl’s father alleged that his
daughter was raped on July 4, 
when she was out to play with her
friends. The girl’s father told cops
that his daughter went missing
after she left home to play with
her cousin.

“The cousin told them the
neighbour had called her while
they were playing. He gave `10
ten for ice-cream and took the
girl his home,” said a police
officer, quoting the girl’s father
complaint. The girl’s family has
alleged that they caught the
neighbour in the act, but he
managed to escape. The girl then
told her mother that he had raped
her earlier too. The girl was later
admitted to a hospital but they
didn’t report the matter to police.
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Monthly average of PM2.5 & PM1 readings at Lodhi Road, Delhi 

Figures: In microgram per cubic metre (ug/m3)
About PM1: At present, there are no safe standards for PM1, which is 
a fraction of PM2.5 emissions. Scientists say PM1 levels should be ex-
tremely low or none because it is responsible for cardiovascular diseases 
and it can easily penetrate deep into the lungs or enter the blood stream.
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